
Teacher Notes
Here Come the Bees

(Literacy Focus)



* Literacy Focus 

Here Come the Bees

Emergent Level 4-5 (red) 

Introduction:

Discuss: Bees. What do the children know about bees? What different types 
of bees are there? …honey bees, bumble bees. Where do you see bees? …near 
flowers. Why? Where do bees live? …in hives. Where might you find a hive? Why 
are bees important and special to us? …for honey, to pollinate the flowers.

Discuss: How do bees pollinate the flowers? How do the beekeepers protect 
themselves from getting stung by the bees?

Shared reading: The teacher reads the book to the children as they follow the 
text with their eyes either reading a BIG book or where each child has their own 
copy of the book. 

1. Questions:

•    Why is the bee landing on the flower?

•    What does the bee have stuck to its leg?

•    Tell me what the hive looks like.

•    Can you see where the bees go into the hive?

•    Where do the bees make the honey? 

•    What else do bees make?

•    The beekeeper has a funny hat. Why?

•    What is the smoke used for?

•    What is the honeycomb made of?

Discuss:

•    What do you think would happen if there were no bees?



2. 

Find the following words in the text and match the cards to them:

Look flower bees

at Here pollen

the come hive

honey beekeeper comes

smoke honeycomb my

mouth

  



Matching:

•   Find the shortest words. How many letters are there?

•   Find the longest words. How many letters are there?

•   Put all the two letter words together.

•   Put all the three letter words together.

•  Put all the four letter words together.

•  Put all the five letter words together. Etc.

Rhyming words:     Can you think of a word that rhymes with: 

•    honey – money

•    smoke – poke
 

•    mouth – south

•    keeper – peeper

•    comb – roam

•    come – some

•    my – by       …etc 

 Make up two sets of the cards for ‘Memory Game’:

Select pairs of words, and place the cards face down on a flat surface. Children 
can take turns turning over two cards at a time and reading the words. If the 
cards match they can keep the pair if the words have been read correctly. If the 
cards do not match they must be turned face down again before the next person 
has a turn. Add words as the children recognise them in isolation. 

Choose a word and draw a picture for that word.



3. Sequencing:

Make up the following text on cards, each line on a separate card.

Look at the flower.

Here come the bees.

Look at the pollen.

Here come the bees.

Look at the hive.

Here come the bees.

Look at the honey.

 
Here come the bees.

Look at the hive.

Here comes the beekeeper.



Look at the honeycomb.

Here comes the smoke.

Look at the honeycomb.

Here comes the honey.

Look at my mouth.

Here comes the honey!

Shuffle the cards then children, working in pairs or in a small group, place the 
cards in the correct sequence of the story, with, then without, the book.

4.    Write a story:

Children could tell or, with help, write a story about bees. Maybe they have been 
stung by a bee? Maybe they have a beehive at home, or know someone who 
has? Maybe they have collected honey from a beehive? Encourage imaginative 
personal stories.

* Free audio available from: www.giltedgepublishing.co.nz/audio-books


