
Early Lesson Plan

My Summer Holiday

Early Level 8

Lesson rationale

The students will

• Identify with the writer
• Infer meaning by considering the text and the illustration

Before the lesson

Read through My Summer Holiday, the lesson plan and follow-up activity. Prepare
any resources and materials you may need for the lesson.

Reading and thinking

Introduce the comprehension strategies the students will be working on today.

Read the title and view the cover illustration. Talk with the students about the term
‘summer holiday’; what it means and what type of activities are common to a
summer holiday.

Read pages two and three. Talk with the students about diaries and what this
means. Use the terms ‘personal recount’ and ‘narrative’ to describe this type of
writing.

Read to the end of page five. Take time to talk about the writing, the illustrations
and the presence of the date on the page. Ask questions such as, Daisy-May writes
about ‘we’, whom is she talking about? How are these illustrations different to what
you expected?

Read the following two pages.

Again discuss Daisy-May’s writing in the context of the illustrations.

Continue to do this for each page of the story.

After reading the story talk with the students about why this book is unusual.
Through questioning and discussion, explore how the illustrations give a different
meaning to Daisy-May’s holiday diary.

More thinking
Focusing on one day of Daisy-May’s summer holiday (pages 4-11), ask the students
to give a full account of what happened on that given day. Explain how they will
need to use the illustration, the text, and their inferential thinking to gather
information for this task.

When you are confident of the students’ success allow them to choose another
day from the diary and set the task again (BLM 5, 8). This time allow them to
complete the task with less support from you or the group.
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