Tree Hut tricks
by Pauline Cartwright
Fluent Level 15
Teacher notes by Joy Allcock

Phonemic Awareness

1. Manipulating sounds to make new words

What word would we make if we dropped the first sound in each of these words?
cake without the ‘k’ - ache

great without the ‘g’ -rate

while without the ‘w’ = /’ll

know without the ‘n’ - oh

fall without the ‘' - all

think without the ‘th’ - ink

What word would we make if we dropped the last sound in each of these words?
need without the ‘d’ - knee

find without the ‘d’ - fine

house without the ‘s’ - how

great without the ‘t’ - grey

think without the ‘K’ - thing

make without the ‘k’ - may

Extension

What word would we make if we swapped the vowel sound in each of these words?
The long ‘@’ in Jane for a long ‘oo’— June

The short ‘U’ in hut for a short ‘i'— hit

The long ‘@’ in taken for a long ‘o’ — token

The ‘ow’ in house for a short ‘i’ — hiss

The ‘or’ in walk for a long ‘a’ — wake

The long ‘e’ in meet for a long ‘i’ — might



Phonics

NOTE

‘zh’ is the voiced version of ‘sh’ (concussion — ‘sh’, conversion — ‘zh’). There are not a
great number of words that contain ‘zh’ but those that do usually have the suffixes sion
or sure added to them (pleasure, treasure, measure, exposure, enclosure; invasion,
vision, conversion, persuasion etc.) .

The suffix sion is usually pronounced ‘zhin’ (although there are a few exceptions —
tension for example) and the suffix tion is usually pronounced ‘shin’.

If students learn to discriminate between ‘zhin’ and ‘shin’, it will help them choose the
correct spelling for these suffixes.

1. Introducing the ‘zh’ sound

Practice making the sound — ‘zhhhhh’. It is a continuous voiced sound that almost makes the voice
shake. Ask students to listen to the following words which all have ‘zh’ in the last syllable. Students
can repeat the words aloud. pleasure, vision, invasion

2. Brainstorming words that contain the ‘zh’ sound

Ask students to think of words that rhyme with pleasure (measure, treasure).

Ask students to think of words that contain vision (division, revision, television)

Ask students to think of words that contain fusion (confusion, infusion)

Discuss the meanings of these words.

3. Looking for the spelling patterns for the ‘zh’ sound

Say the word vision and count the sounds. Draw five sound boxes on the board

Write the word vision on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes. Circle the
spelling pattern for the ‘zh’ sound.

v i si o] n

Say the word pleasure and count the sounds. Draw five sound boxes on the board.




Write the word pleasure on the board and ask students to help you fill in the sound boxes. Circle the
spelling pattern for the ‘zh’ sound.

Write the patterns you have found on the board

si (part of sion suffix) SU (part of sure suffix)

As there are not very many everyday words that contain the ‘zh’ sound, you could create a ‘zh’
poster and students could add new words as they discover them throughout the year.

4. Finding the words that contain ‘zh’ in Tree Hut Tricks

As students read Tree Hut Tricks ask them to listen for words that contain the ‘zh’ sound.
When the book has been read, go back and re-read it a page at a time. Ask students to identify the
‘zh” words on each page and write them onto a ‘zh’ poster.

Ask students to decide which letters should be colour-coded for the ‘zh’ sound.

Vocabulary Development
1. Word meanings

The ‘zh’ words in this story may be unfamiliar to some students. Discuss the meaning of each word
as it is used in the story and generate new situations to use it.

enclosure An area that is surrounded by or closed in by something.
They looked down at the boys’ hut behind an enclosure of blackberry bushes.
Discuss what an enclosure might be. Talk about the meaning of the root word —
close. How are the blackberry bushes making an enclosure for the boys’ hut?
What other things could be in an enclosure (sports grounds, animals etc.).

pleasure a feeling of delight, satisfaction or enjoyment
“They just get pleasure from annoying us,” grumbled Ruth.
Do you think Ruth is right? What other things in this story gave the boys
pleasure? (eating the chocolate cake). What gave the girls pleasure?(planning
the trick, getting their ladder back, tricking the boys). What things give you
pleasure?

invasion an attack by something that is unwanted or harmful
“I hope their hut has an invasion of wasps! “cried Tanya.
What did Tanya mean by this? What other things could she have wished might
invade the boys’ hut? Have you heard the word invasion used anywhere else?
How else could be part of an invasion? (people, animal s — mice, rats etc.)



confusion a state of uncertainty, muddle or disorder

“Yes!” said Tanya, “and in the confusion we could sneak in and grab it!”
Have you been in a situation where there is confusion? What caused it?
How did you feel? How did people act? Can you think of any situations

that might cause confusion? (earthquakes, accidents, power cuts etc.)

persuasion convincing someone of something, or causing them to feel a certain way
“He didn’t take much persuasion,” said Jane.
Did the girls try to persuade the boys to give the ladder back? Why not?
Do you think the girls could have persuaded the boys to give back the ladder?
What did Jane mean when she said Scamp didn’t take much persuasion?
Do you think she had to work hard to get him to eat the chocolate cake?
Have you ever had to persuade someone to do something? What was it?

Comprehension

Plot

The title of a story often gives the reader a clue about the story. What key word in the title tells you
what this story is going to be about? Tricks

This story is about two groups of children playing tricks on each other. Read through the story and
discuss the tricks the children played on each other. Students can then complete Activity Sheet 1,
describing the trick, the purpose of the trick and who played it.

Students complete Activity Sheet 2, describing the ideas the girls had for getting their ladder back
and thinking of two new ideas that might work. This activity could be done by students working in
pairs.

Story Structure

Use Activity Sheet 3 to sequence the key events in the story.  Discuss these events.

Students can then complete Activity Sheet 4, recording the main events that happened at the
beginning, middle and end of the story. Students then share their work with the group. Discuss

how most stories have one key event that sets up the story, several events that happen during the
middle of the story and one main event that completes the story at the end.

Fluency

Readers’ Theatre

Read this book as a readers’ theatre, choosing pairs or groups of students to take the parts of the
Narrator, Jane, Ruth, Tanya, Vincent, John and Tom.



Phonics focus words

Make up these words into cards — either colour-code the ‘zh’ spelling patterns or print the cards in
colour. These cards can be used for quick word recognition or for word sorts to identify spelling
patterns for the ‘zh’ sound.



Activity Sheet 1

Describe the trick?

What was the purpose
of the trick?

Who played the
trick?

Pages 2 and 3

Pages 9,10 and 11

Pages 12 and 13




Activity Sheet 2

Fill in thinking bubbles 1 and 2 with the ideas the girls had for getting back
their ladder. Fill in thinking bubbles 3 and 4 with your own ideas for getting
the ladder back.




Activity Sheet 3: Story Structure
Cut up these strips and arrange the events in the correct order.

The girls climbed up the ladder into their tree hut.

Jane stopped to tie her shoelace.

The girls are annoyed that their ladder has gone.

The girls decide to bake a chocolate cake to get the boys to leave
their hut.

The girls decide to think of a plan to get their ladder back.

The boys left Tom’s dog Scamp guarding their hut and went to the
kitchen to eat the chocolate cake.

The ladder has disappeared from the girls’ tree hut. They think the
boys have taken it.

When the cake was cooked, the girls went down to the boys hut to
see if they wanted to come and eat it.

Some of the ideas the girls think of won’t work.

The boys realized Jane was missing and they ran back to their hut.

Jane gave Scamp some chocolate cake and went into the boys hut.




Activity Sheet 4: Main Events

Record the main events that happened in each part of the story.

Beginning

Middle

End




Phonics

Focus

Words

enclosure

pleasure

Invasion

confusion

television

persuasion

Si su




