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	Once   upon   a   time,   a   very   long   time   

ago,   there   lived   a   brave   knight.   His   

name   was   Sir   Nicholas   the   Brave.   

His   many   friends   simply   called   him   

Sir   Nick.

Sir   Nick   was   known   throughout   the

kingdom   for   his   acts   of   bravery   and

fearlessmess.   

Travelling   alone   through   deep,

dark   forests   in   the   middle   of   night   

did   not   worry   him   at   all.   

Saving   beautiful   princesses   from   far-

away   castles   was   all   in   a   day’s   

work.

Fire-breathing   dragons   were   no   match   

for   brave   Sir   Nick.   

He   had   made   friends   with   so   many   

of   them   it   was   hard   to   remember

all   their   names.   

Sir   Nick   was   indeed   a   very  brave   

and   fearless   knight.

But   Sir   Nick   didn’t   feel   at   all   

brave   and   fearless   because   Sir   Nick   

had   a   secret.

He   was   scared   of   horses.   

He   didn’t   know   why   horses   

frightened   him.   

They   just   did.

How   could   a   knight   called   Sir   

Nicholas   the   Brave   be   afraid   of   

horses?

Sir   Nick   thought   that   no   one   knew   

about   his   secret.   

Until   one   day   Pearl,   a   beautiful

and   smart   princess,   spoke   to   him.   

“Sir   Nick,   I   have   noticed   that   all   

of   the   knights   in   the   kingdom   have   

horses.   

Why   is   it   that   you   don’t   have   a   

horse?”   she   asked.

Sir   Nick   decided   to   be   brave  and   

fearless.

He   decided   to   tell   the   truth.   

“Please   don’t   laugh   at   me,   Princess   

but   I   am   scared   of   horses,”   he   

sighed.

Pearl   thought   about   Sir   Nick’s   

problem   for   a   little   while.   

“If   you   are   brave   Sir   Nick,   and   I   

think   you   are,   then   let   me   help   

you.   

I   have   just   the   right   horse   in

mind.   

He   is   sweet   and   gentle   but   

very   strong.   

He   is   called   Silver   and   he   is   just   

the   right   horse   for   you.”

So   Sir   Nick   agreed   to   Pearl’s   plan.   

He   smiled   meekly.   

His   hands   were   trembling   and   his   

knees   were   knocking.

The   next   day   the   princess   showed   

Sir   Nick   how   to   look   after   Silver.   

He   learnt   how   to   feed   Silver,   keep   

him   warm   and   put   him   in   the   

stable   to   sleep.

After   that   Sir   Nick   learnt   how   to   

saddle   him.   

By   the   end   of   the   day   Sir   Nick   

was   even   sitting   on   Silver.

“There,”   said   Pearl.  

 “You   are   very   brave,   Sir   Nick.”

Sir   Nick   smiled   meekly.   

His   hands   were   trembling   and   his   

knees   were   knocking.

The   following   day   Pearl   taught   Sir   

Nick   how   to   ride.   

Silver   walked   slowly   at   first   but   as   

the   sun   began   to   set   Silver    was

galloping   as   fast   as   the   wind.

“There,”   said   Pearl.  

 “You   are   fearless,   Sir   Nick.”

Sir   Nick   smiled   meekly.   

His   hands   were   still   trembling   and   

his   knees   were   still   knocking.

Later   that   night   Princess   Pearl   was   

taken   from   the   palace.   

The   King   called   for   his   knights.   

“Knights   of   my   kingdom,   Princess

Pearl   has   been   taken   to   a   castle   

far   away,   through   the   deep,   dark   

forest   where   she   is   being   guarded   

by   fire-breathing   dragons.

The   bravest   and   most   fearless   

knight   to   rescue   her   may   marry   

her.”

“Marry   her!”   thought   Sir   Nick.

Quick   as   a   flash,   Sir   Nicholas   the   

Brave   and   Silver   were   galloping   away   

from   the   kingdom.   

Sir   Nick   was   not   smiling   meekly.

His   hands   were   not   trembling   and   

his   knees   were   not   knocking.   

He   was   only   thinking   of   rescuing   

poor   Princess   Pearl.

Through   the   deep,   dark   forest   he   

went   as   fast   as   Silver   could   carry   

him.

In   the   distance   Sir   Nick   could   see   

the   far-away   castle   where   pearl   had   

been   taken.

He   could   also   see   the   fire-breathing

dragons,   guarding   the   princess.

On   and   on   they   rode,   closer   to   the   

castle   and   Princess   Pearl.   

Still   Sir   Nick   did   not   smile   meekly   

or   have   trembling   hands   or   knocking   

knees.

Suddenly   one   of   the   dragons   was   

upon   them,   breathing   flames   and   

hissing   smoke.

“Hello,   Sir   Nick,”   the   dragon   

spluttered.

“I   haven’t   seen   you   for   years.”

“Ah,   hello   my   good   friend,   Sparky.   

How   lovely   to   see   you.   

We   have   come   to   rescue   Princess   

Pearl.  

Is   she   here?”   asked   the   knight.

“Yes,   I’ll   show   you   the   way,”   said   

Sparky,   blowing   smoke   and   fire   from   

his   nose.

Brave   Knight   Nicholas   rescued

Princess   Pearl   and   after   tea   and

cakes   with   Sparky,   they   set   off   

back   to   the   King’s   kingdom.

Upon   their   arrival   home   there   was   a

great   celebration.

“Sir   Nicholas,   you   have   rescued   my

Pearl.   

You   are   indeed   a   most   brave   and   

fearless   knight.   

You   may   marry   the   princess,”   

Declared    the   King.

“Your   highness,   I’m   sorry,   but   I   

can’t   marry   the   princess   because   I’m   

not   at   all    brave   or   fearless.   

You   see   I   am   scared   of   horses.

What   good   is   a   knight   if   he   

doesn’t   have   a   horse?”   sighed   Sir   

Nick.

“Sir   Nick,”   said   the   beautiful   and   

smart    Princess   Pearl.   

“Not   only   did   you   rescue   me   from   

a   far-away   castle   with   fire-breathing

dragons   but   you   rode   Silver   all   the   

way   there   and   back   again.   

Not   once   did   I   see   you   smiling   

meekly   or   your   hands   trembling

or   your   knees   knocking.   

You   did   something   that   scared   you   

and   that   is   brave   and   fearless.”

“By   golly,   you’re   right.   I   am   not   

afraid   of   horses   any   more.   

I   did   it.   

I   am   a   brave   and   fearless   knight!”   

replied   Sir   Nick.

So   the   next   day   Sir   Nick   and   

Princess   Pearl   were   married.

They   lived   happily   and   fearlessly   

ever   after.
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